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NEWS
Family home fire
■ From Front Page
She said: “I didn’t want to worry
them.”
The couple was on the coach leaving the racecourse. Mrs Goswell
said: “We didn’t realise how serious
the fire was until we started getting
more calls from neighbours and
Alan’s brother.”
The Hotpoint condenser dryer was
in an outhouse separated from the
kitchen by a small passageway.
Smoke damage has affected the rest
of the house, where the family has
lived for 24 years.
Mrs Gosnell said they wanted to
thank the Axe pub, its customers
and their friends and neighbours for
all the help and support they have
received since the blaze.
The couple stayed at the Axe on
Saturday night, while Maisey stayed
at the home of the friend giving the
party. The family is currently staying at the one-bedroom home of
their son Oliver. Maisey, a pupil at
Saffron Walden County High, lost
her school uniform in the fire. But
friends have given her spares and
some books have even been left at the
school for her.
Mrs Gosnell said: “People think
Saffron Walden has grown and isn’t
a community any more but this has
shown it is. The Axe has been fantastic. The patrons have had a collection
for us. Friends and neighbours have
been amazing.”

Sue of all trades! Reverend gets
hands on for repair fundraising
Mark Hamilton
editor@saffronwalden-reporter.co.uk
The pastor at Great Sampford
Baptist Church has raised £2,200
towards renovation work by completing a sponsored five-day challenge.
All the tasks were in and around
the village on consecutive days with
Reverend Sue Johnston starting the
first challenge at Moor End Stables
on June 21, where she spent the
morning helping to feed the horses
before riding around the indoor
arena.
“This was one of the most difficult
challenges, as it’s not something I’m
used to doing,” said Rev Johnston.
“But Tracey Peacock, one of the
riding instructors, was excellent.”
The next day, the pastor was at
Great Sampford Primary School
where she regularly gives assemblies and is a governor. This time,
however, she was in the kitchen,
helping to prepare and serve the
children’s lunches, and even mucked
in clearing and washing the dishes.
The third challenge was at
Gouldstone’s Garage in the village
where any notion of just sweeping
up and making the tea were swept

away when she had to get to grips
with removing two front wheels
from a car and removing the tyres.
On Day four, Sue was at Salix
Farm helping to look after 3,700
newly arrived turkey chicks, making
sure they were fed and watered, and
had fresh bedding. The highlight of
the day, was driving a tractor on the
farm.
The five-day challenge was
rounded with a shift behind the bar
at the Red Lion pub on the Saturday
night.
Rev Johnston said: “Towards the
end of the evening I think I was pulling a very good pint of beer, although
you might need to confirm that with
the customers.”
The pastor said: “I found all the
challenges very educational and fun,
if not a bit scary at times and hard
work. I would like to thank all the
folk who supported me by letting me
enter their places of work and also
the people who sponsored me.”
Funds will go towards revamping
and repairing the church and hall.
■ To donate, send a cheque to The
Baptist Church, High Street, Great
Sampford, CB10 2RG.

■ Pastor Sue Johnston working at her challenges.

